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‘CUVÉE TERRA LUX’
Pinot Noir | Elgin - South Africa

Stats

About

Grapes: 100% Pinot Noir

The ‘rich earth’ or ‘terra lux’ of South Africa, and in particular Elgin, is ultimately what

Vineyard: Lothian Vineyard

defines every wine Francois Haasbroek produces. Elgin is windy, remote and quite cold. The

Vine Age: 12-years-old

area is renowned for orchard fruit and plantings of apples far surpass grapes here. That

Soil Type: Table mountain sandstone

being said, it is a region that has become a standard bearer for cool-climate viticulture and

with quartz deposits

varieties. Francois started working with the Wilson family’s ‘Lothian Vineyard’ in 2015, and

Viticulture: Sustainable

in 2018 is 100% of the component of ‘Terra Lux.’ Francois says, ”I personally enjoy wines

Fermentation: Native – 1 ton open-top
stainless-steel fermenters, 50%
whole-cluster
Skin Contact: 13 days
Aging: 10 months in a single new
French 228L barriques and eight

built on natural acidity & grape tannin, not plastered under layers of oak with countless
additions and manipulations forced upon it.” This is widely apparent in this delicate but
impactful Pinot Noir.
The fruit was handpicked from a single one-acre block in early-March under the sunrise.
The grapes were placed into three separate one-ton fermenters with varying degrees of

seasoned French 228L barriques

stem inclusion: 100% destemmed – 2/3 whole-cluster – 1/3 whole-cluster. Fermentation

pH: 3.6

kicked off on its own and no additions were needed. Hand plunging was utilized over the

Total Acidity: 6.5 g/L

course of ten days for gentle extraction but without pulling the astringencies from the seeds

Total SO2: 46 ppm

or stalks. Once the lots went dry the wine stayed an additional three days on skins prior to

Total Production: 208 cases

being pressed directly to barrel. The wine sat on the fine lees for 14 months prior to being

UPC: 6009879826050

racked to tank and bottled without fining or filtration and just a small addition of sulfur. The
bottled were aged for an additional eight months prior to being released.

Tasting Note
Medium-intense scents of black tea, dark plum, tilled earth, mocha and sweet oak unfold on
the nose of this wine. The palate is plush and rich in feel, with a texture like crushed velvet
and ripe flavors of dark cherry and plum that carry through to the close. Medium tannins
and a spicy impression support the fruit core.
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