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‘THE VERDICT’

Stats

Grapes: 86% Cabernet Sauvignon -

14% Shiraz

Vineyard: A single site in Marananga

Vine Age: 16-years-old

Soil Type: Primarily sandy loam

Viticulture: Conventional

Fermentation: Inoculated – open-top

stainless steel (100%

destemmed/whole-berry)

Skin Contact: 6-20 days

Aging: 12 months in used 300L

French barrels

Alcohol: 14.5%

pH: 3.48

Total Acidity: 6.7 g/L

Total SO2: 99 ppm

Total Production: 950 cases

UPC: 872061000424

About

The Verdict is a Cabernet Sauvignon that brings a lot of intensity to the glass, yet bright,

high tones. It’s a wine that will please any fan of the ‘new Napa-style’ for its ripeness and

texture though it is an astounding value – something Napa can rarely claim. The grapes

come from a “partner in crime” in the Barossa and the addition of Shiraz to the blend this

vintage brings a new dimension of flavor and yet still screams Cabernet.  2023 was a cooler,

more mild growing season than recent years and the result was higher natural acidities and

developed, deep flavors.

The grapes were picked on flavor at optimum ripeness, fermented whole-berry in open-top

stainless steel tanks. After an average of ten days on skins, the wine was pressed to a mix

of used 300L French and American oak barrels where it aged for 12 months.  At that point,

the wine was racked to tank where it settled naturally without any fining and bottled

unfiltered and with a nominal sulfur addition.

Tasting Note

This year sees an addition of a touch of Shiraz and highlights subtle warmth and spice,

followed by a core of cassis, black cherry, and redcurrant. Fine tannins, fresh acidity, and

restrained oak lend the wine an effortless balance, finishing with emphasis and roundness

leading to a long, lingering finish.
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